Nassington Parish Council

Notice of conclusion of audit

Annual Governance & Accountability Return for the year ended 31 March 2024

Sections 20(2) and 25 of the Local Audit and Accountability Act 2014

Section 16 of the Accounts and Audit Regulations 2015 (S| 2015/234)

(@)

(b)

Announcement made by: (d)

Date of announcement: (e)

The audit of accounts for Nassington Parish Council for the year
ended 31 March 2024 has been completed and the accounts have been
published.

The Annual Governance & Accountability Return including the auditor’s
certificate and opinion is available for inspection and copying by any
local government elector of the area of Nassington Parish Council on
application to:

clerk@nassington-pc.gov.uk _ _
Sarah Rodger - clerk to Nassington Parish Council
www.nassington-pc.gov.uk

12-1pm; 4-6pm (anytime onlin

Copies will be provided to any local government elector of the area on
paymentof £ 1 (c) for each copy of the Annual Governance &
Accountability Return.

Sarah Rodger, clerk to Nassington Parish Council

28th September 2024

Notes

This notice and Sections 1,2 & 3
of the AGAR must be published
by 30 September. This must
include publication on the
smaller authority’s website.
The smaller authority must
decide how long to publish the
Notice for; the AGAR and
external auditor report must be
publicly available for 5 years.

(a) Insert the name, position and
address of the person to whom
local government electors should
apply to inspect the AGAR

(b) Insert the hours during which
inspection rights may be
exercised

(c) Insert a reasonable sum for
copying costs

(d) Insert the name and position of
person placing the notice

(e) Insert the date of placing of the
notice

' www.pkf-l.com




Section 1 — Annual Governance Statement 2023/24

We acknowledge as the members of:

Massington Parish Councl|

our responsibility for ensuring that there is a sound system of internal control, including arrangements for
the preparation of the Accounting Statements. We confirm, o the best of our knowledge and belief, with
respect to the Accounting Statements for the year ended 31 March 2024, that:

% Hhat s Seltipoery

1. Wa have pul in place arnngsmants for afective financal : prepare 1S DCCOUMMING SNTETNents i acsarence
managemant during the year wnd for the preparathon of v with fee Accounts and Audll Regalations
thet accounling statamants.

2. We maintalnad an adequats systam al intarmal contrel e 5 | machs proper arrangemendts angd accenhind resions iy
including measures desigrad 1o prevent and detect fravd v for safaguanding tha public. manay ond ressuaces in
and corruption &nd renlewsd its effeciivaness Mz charge

3. We ook all reasonatile steps 1o nssure ourselves F : has gy done whi if has the legil power fa do snd has
thal thare are no matears of eclusl ar patantial compied with Froper Prasticas in daing sa
nod-campliance with frws, regllations ard Propar Vv

Praclices [hat could have & significan! inancial offect
o the aliiity of this authonty to conduct (ts
business of managa s finances

4. We provided propear ogpariunity dunng 1he vear for ¢ dhring the year gave aff parsans inrested the apportunity o
the axarcise of alactors’ rights in accordancs with the ¥ fnspa! ahg ashk queshions sbowl this suthanty's aocouns
requirenatits af the Accounts and Audi Regulalions.

5. Wa carnied out an assassmani of the nigks faging his , i congidered and dacumeniad the firancal and athar ngks I

authonty ard ook appeapistis steps o manage thoae | fuces s -deall with them fropesty,

risks, incioding the intraduction of intemal controds andior v
xlermial Insu@nce oot whare roguinsd

6. Wi maingined thraughout the YRAT8n adequate and ] \Fa bl orranged for o compalont persen, indopandent of the fnancial
effective system of Inlernal audit of 1he accaunting L | controls and procedyres, fo gree an objective viaw on whather
records-and conirel systens laterna! controly maed the neads of s smallar auiarity,

T. W loesh ppperopriate achon on il malters misid i -; I resgondoed fo matters brought ko s attanbon by intems and
In reports from intermal and edarma! audi axtarnal adit.

B. We considered whithar any litigation, lisbilities or = = discioged evarything i should hive about (s busibess activily
commitmants, avents or transactions, ocourring aither J W/ || duiing tha year including svents laking place aflor the year
durerig or Bflar the year-and, have 8 ngnoial smpect on (v ond i relevant

this authority and, where appeopriats, have included them
Ir thig actauntling slalemmsnis

. (For local councis anfy) Trust funds including
charitabilée. [0 our capacity as the sale manegirg
trustes we discharged our accouniability
responsiblites far the fund(sVasesats, mcluding
fimancial raportng and, I required, Indspandent
sxamination or audi

has medall of ity esponsibifiss where, &5'8 body
cofparats d is a sole managg tustes of a kel
frustar frugls:

*Please provide explanations to the external auditor on a separate sheet for each ‘No’ responss and describe
how the authority will address the weaknesses identified. These sheets must be published with the Annual
Governance Stalement.

This Annual Govamance Statament was approved at a Signed by the Chair and Clerk of the meeting whara
meeting of the autharity on: approval was-given:

1o o¢-| 24 L J Lﬂ(_f\_ﬂ

and recorded as minutle reference: < %

A 2408 (b) Clerk mw;:(i@m :{ '/

www.nassington.org.uk
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Section 2 — Accounting Statements 2023/24 for

Nassington Parish Council

Year ending

31 March

2024

31 March
2023

ZNE I
SRS mLus!

1.Balances brought Total batances and raserves al the begmning of the year

forward 113,223 113,113 as racorded In the fnanclal records, Value must agree fo
Box 7 of previous yaar

2. {#} Precapt or Rates and Total amaunt of precept (or for IDBs rmates and levies)
Levies 50,750 50,750 receivad or racalvable in the year Exclude any grants

récafved

3. (+) Tolal other racelpts Toral income or receipls as recardad in ihe caghbook lass

22,780 20 BB the precapt or ratesfavies recaived (line 2), Inelude any
grants raceived,

4. (-] Staff costs Total expenditure or payments made to and on behalf

of all emplavess. Include gross salaries and wages,
11,042 12,165 amplayers NI contribulions, emplayers pansian
contributions, grafuities and sevarance paymeants.

5. (-} Loan intarest/capital Total expenditure ar payments of capital and inferas!
repayments 0 O made duing the Vear on the authorly’s borrowings (i any)

6. {-) All athar paymants Total expendiiure or payments as recorded i the cash-

62,598 31,3583 book less staff costs (ne 4) and loan inferasticapital
| repapmanis [line 5).

7. (=) Balancss carried Total balances and reserves at the end of the year. Must
forward 113,113 141,211 aqual (1+2+3) - (4+5+6)

8. Total value of cash and The sum of all current and teposi bank secounts, cash
short tarm Invasimanis 113,113 141,211 holdings and shart term investments heid as at 31 March -

To agree with bank reconciliation.

9. Total fixed asssts plus The value of all tha property the authority owns — it is mada
long lerm investments 222,288 222 483 up of all its fixed assats-and long term investments as al
and assats 31 March,

10, Total barmawings The outstanding capilal balance as al 37 March of all lpans

0 0 from third parties {including PWLE).

For Local Councils Only

11a. Disclosura note re Trust funds
{including charntabls)

11b. Disclosure nota re Trus! funds
{including charitabla)

The Council, as a body corparale, acls as sole rustes and
is responsitle for managing Trust funds or assets.

| The figuras in the accounting statemenis above
exclude any Trust Insachions

| cartify that for the year ended 31 March 2024 tha Accounting
Statements in this Annual Governance and Accountability
Return have been prepared on efther a receipls and payments
orincome and expenditure basis following the guldance in
Governance and Accountabllity for Smaller Authorities —a
Praclitionsrs’ Guide to Propar Practices and present fairly
the financial position of this authority,

Signed by Responsible Financial Officer before being
presented to the authority for approval )
IO S

Date

os \c::q.[ 20724

| canfirm that these Accounting Statemants were
approved by this autharity on this date:

\@| a4
as recorded in minute referenca;

R4, 2409 (b)

Signed by Chalr of the maating where the Accounting
Statements wire approyed
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Section 3 — External Auditor’s Report and Certificate 2023/24

In respect of Nassington Parish Council — NH0164

1 Respective responsibilities of the auditor and the authority

Our responsibility as auditors to complete a limited assurance review is set out by the National Audit Office (NAO). A
limited assurance review is not a full statutory audit, it does not constitute an audit carried out in accordance with
International Standards on Auditing (UK & Ireland) and hence it does not provide the same level of assurance that such an
audit would. The UK Government has determined that a lower level of assurance than that provided by a full statutory audit
is appropriate for those local public bodies with the lowest levels of spending.

Under a limited assurance review, the auditor is responsible for reviewing Sections 1 and 2 of the Annual Governance and
Accountability Return in accordance with NAO Auditor Guidance Note 02 (AGN 02) as issued by the NAO on behalf of the
Comptroller and Auditor General. AGN 02 is available from the NAO website — https://www.nao.org.uk/code-audit-
practice/guidance-and-information-for-auditors/

This authority is responsible for ensuring that its financial management is adequate and effective and that it has a sound
system of internal control. The authority prepares an Annual Governance and Accountability Return in accordance with
Proper Practices which:

* summarises the accounting records for the year ended 31 March 2024; and
« confirms and provides assurance on those matters that are relevant to our duties and responsibilities as external auditors.

2 External auditor’s limited assurance opinion 2023/24

On the basis of our review of Sections 1 and 2 of the Annual Governance and Accountability Return (AGAR), in our opinion the information in
Sections 1 and 2 of the AGAR is in accordance with Proper Practices and no other matters have come to our attention giving cause for concern that
relevant legislation and regulatory requirements have not been met.

Other matters not affecting our opinion which we draw to the attention of the authority:

None.

3 External auditor certificate 2023/24

We certify that we have completed our review of Sections 1 and 2 of the Annual Governance and Accountability
Return, and discharged our responsibilities under the Local Audit and Accountability Act 2014, for the year ended 31
March 2024.

External Auditor Name

PKF LITTLEJOHN LLP

External Auditor Signature \OKF ZAH{LJO/LJ\ U/f’ Date 16/07/2024
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Annual Internal Audit Report 2023/24

Nassington Parish Council

https://nassington.org.uk/parish-council/

During the financial year ended 31 March 2024, this authonty's internal auditor acting independently and on the
basis of an assessment of risk, carried out a selective assessment of compliance with the relevant procedures and
controls in operallon and obtained appropriate evidence from the authorily,

The internal audit for 2023/24 has been carrled out in accordance with this authorily's needs and planned coverage.
On the basis of the findings in the areas examined, the internal audit conclusions are summarisad in this tabia. Set
aut below are the objectives of internal control and alongside are the internal audit conclusions on whether, in all
significant respects, the control objectives were being achieved throughout the financial year to a standard adequate
o meet the needs of this authority,

Internal control objective

A Appropriate accounting records have been properly kept throughout the financial year.

B. This authority complied with its financial regulations, payments were supported by involces, all
expendiure was approved and VAT was appropriately accounted for. |

C. This authority assessed the significant risks 1o achieving its objectives and reviewed the adequacy
ol arangaments lo manage these.

D. The precept or rates requirement resulled from an adequata budgetary process: progress against
the budget was regularly monitored: and resenves were appropriats,

E. Expected income was fully receved, based on correcl prices. properly recorded and promiptly
hianked; and VAT was appropnately accounted for.

v
v
v
v
v
F. Pelly cash payments were properly supporied by receipls, all pelty cash expenditure was approved :, |
v
=
[
v

and VAT appropriately accounted for.

G. Salanies o employses and allowances lo members were paid in accordance with this-autharity's
approvals, and PAYE and NI requirements were properly applied.

H. Asset and investments registers were complete and accurale and properly maintained

I. Periodic bank account reconcillations ware properly carfied out diring the year

J. Accounting statements prepared during the year were prepared on the correct accounting basis (receipts
and paymenls or incomes and sxpendiiure), agreed lo the cash book, supporled by an adequate audit
trail from underlying records and where appropriate debtors and creditors were properly racorded.

K. If the authority certified isell as exempt from a limited assurance review in 2022/23, it met the [
examption criteria and correctly daclared sell exampl (If the authority had a limited assuwrance ' v
raview of its 202223 AGAR tigk “nof covarad”)

L. The authority published the required Information on & website/webpage up to date at tha tima of the
internal audil in accordance with the relevant legislation.

M. In the year covered by this AGAR. the authority correctly provided for a period for the exerciae of
public rights as required by the Accounts and Audit Reguistions (during the 2023-24 AGAR perjod v
wera publc nghts In refation fo tha 2(022-23 AGAR svidenced by 8 hofice on the websile andior
authanty approved minutes confirming the dates set)

N. The authority has complied with the publication requirements for 2022/23 AGAR
faeg AGAR Page 1 Guidanoe Nafps),

v |

0. (For local councils only) e =2
Trust funds (including chartable) — The council met its responsibiliies as a trusles ' v

For any other nsk areas identified by this authonty adequate controls sxisted (Iist any other nsk areas on separate sheets if needed).

Date(s) intermal audil undertaken Name of person who carried out the internal audit
03/04/2024 IR THANTS CALC LTD Helen Hoier

Slgnature of person whao INTERNAL AU

carried out the internal audit SIGNED, . L_AA\-B{TQ'{J Date 03/04/2024

'thmh‘m‘ﬂmuﬂnhhnﬂmﬂnummmmnmﬂdmwmhm
ddentifled {add separate sheets if needed).

“*Note. If the responsa is ‘nol covered' please state when the most recent inlernal audit work was done in this area and whien il is
next planned; or, il coverage is not raguired, mwﬂmmmrmmmhwmtmmmmuwml
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